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What  About  the 
Church  ? 

Many  townspeople  are  becoming  increas- 
ingly concerned  about  what  will  happen  to 
the  church  as  the  outside  of  the  building 
becomes  more  obviously  in  need  of  repair. 
There  has  been  some  discussion  about 
replacing  this  year's  Old  Home  Day  with  a 
public  church  painting  work  party.   Plans 
to  set  the  scraping  date  on  August  25th  to 
prepare  the  walls  for  paint  are  in  progress 
by  the  Wendell  Fire  Dept . ,  the  Historical 
Society  and  the  church  board.   Anyone 
wishing  to  make  a  donation  toward  this 
project  may  send  it  to  Mrs.  Gibbs,  the 
church  treasurer.   Some  donations  have 
all  ready  been  received   Persons  willing 
to  lend  their  time  and  effort  please  give 
Pat  Judice  a  call  at  544-3529.   Refresh- 
ments will  be  served  at  the  work  site. 


PowEr  Lines 
DEfoliand 


This  year>as  in  previous  years,  herbici- 
des were  used  by  the  utility  companies, 
Mass.  Electric  and  Northeast  Utilities, 
to  control  vegetation  on  the  power  line 
rights  of  way.   These  two  companies  spray 
herbicides  on  a  three  to  five-year  cycle 
on  their  rights  of  way  in  Wendell. 
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Dog  OFFicEr 
EyprEssEs   CoNCErm 

Tom  Bardsley  of  Depot  Rd .  is  the  lone 
dog  officer,  the  other  appointed  position 
as  yet  unfilled.   Tom  recently  contacted 
the  "Post"  requesting  that  his  concerns  be 
put  before  the  townspeople: 

*  Reported  cases  of  rabies  in  wild  and 
domestic  animals  are  popping  up  around 
the  country  this  summer  in  unusual 
numbers.   Fines  can  be  enforced  against 
owners  of  uninoculated  dogs,  but  Tom 
would  rather  that  people  get  their 
dogs  inoculated  themselves, than  to  have 
to  force  them  to  do  so. 
*Dog  licenses  are.  overdue.  A  list  of  un- 
licensed dogs  will  be  coming  out  in 
August. 


"Special"  Town 
MeeTiNG 

Eighty  residents  unhappy  with  votes  on 
several  of  the  articles  of  the  annual  town 
meeting  signed  a  petition  calling  for  a 
special  town  meeting.   It  was  scheduled 
for  June  26  at  7  p.m.  and  drew  a  large 
crowd  of  131  voters  to  consider  rescind- 
ing or  reversing  four  articles  previously 
passed.   By  the  end  of  the  evening,  one 
decision  was  overturned  and  three  remained 
intact. 

Although  the  vote  to  rescind  Article  12, 
which  had  refused  Chapter  90  road  construc- 
tion funds  from  the  state,  was  successful 
by  a  vote  of  76-63,  the  move  ultimately 
failed.   When  it  came  time  to  pass  the 
article  itself,  it  lost  by  only  a  few 
votes  because  a  2/3  majority  is  required 
on  items  that  involve  borrowing.   The  vote 
was  98-54,  just  shy  of  2/3.   The  voters 
apparently  were  interested  in  a  promise  by 
Selectman  Ted  Lewis  to  try  to  persuade  the 
state  to  let  towns  use  25%  of  the  money 
for  maintenance  instead  of  construction. 
Embarrassed  by  reaction  in  the  region 
and  state  to  Wendell's  marijuana  resolu- 
tion— or  simply  disapproving — a  majority 
of  Wendell  voters  voted  to  rescind  Article 
30  of  the  annual  town  meeting.   The  hand 
vote  was  71-64.   The  subsequent  vote  to 
consider  the  article  itself — which  con- 
tained discrepancies  with  the  one  passed 
at  the  annual  town  meeting — was  52  in 
favor  and  74  opposed.   Like  the  original 
resolution,  the  new  resolution  "demanded" 
the  police  of  Wendell  cease  arresting  and 
prosecuting  individuals  "involved  in  the 
cultivation,  transfer,  and/or  possession 
of  marijuana."   This  had  been  amended 
before  passage  at  the  annual  town  meeting 
to  "recommend"  this  policy,  omitting  the 
mention  of  "transfer." 

At  the  request  of  Selectman  Ken  Simos, 
a  secret  ballot  was  cast  on  the  question 
of  rescinding  Wendell's  appropriation  of 
$2,000  for  legal  fees  to  oppose  Rt.  2 
through  Wendell.   When  the  debate  and  pro- 
cedure were  completed,  47  had  voted  to 
rescind  the  article,  which  became  irrele- 
vant.  An  article  instructing  the  select- 
men to  "notify  the  appropriate  authorities 
to  proceed  with  construction  of  Rt .  2" 
and  "to  cease  and  desist  with  further  con- 
sultations, opinions,  and  requests"  was 
also  passed  over,  69-24. 

In  short  order,  then,  a  $750  request  for 
liability  insurance  for  town  employees  was 
granted,  90-3;  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  *j 


for  bills  of  prior  years  was  defeated,  evei 
though  the  vote  was  favorable  89-15,  be- 
cause a  9/10  majority  was  needed;  and 
$45,000  was  transferred  from  the  free  cash 
account  to  make  it  available  for  the 
1980  fiscal  year.   The  vote  was  102-4. 

A  motion  to  hold  the  annual  town  meeting 
on  a  weekday  night,  as  had  been  the  prac- 
tice in  previous  years,  was  defeated. 
Jim  Slavas  several  times  spoke  critically 
of  the  calling  of  the  special  town  meet- 
ing, reasoning  that  an  annual  town  meeting 
produced  decisions  that  should  not  be 
lightly  overturned.   Toward  the  end  of 
the  meeting  he  pointed  out  that,  if  he 
were  to  ask  that  the  marijuana  resolution 
be  reconsidered,  it  would  probably  be 
reinstated  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  older  voters  had  left.   "I'm  not 
going  to  do  it,"  he  stressed,  "but  it 
illustrates  my  point." 


TributE  to  Bill 


Recently  the  townspeople  of  Wendell  lost 
another  member. 

James  W.  Thompson  and  his  wife,  Betty, 
came  to  Wendell  in  1969  after  his  retire- 
ment from  the  Con-Edison  of  New  York. 

Bill  was  a  quiet,  unassuming  man  who  was 
always  ready  to  go  to  a  friend  or  neigh- 
bor's side  when  needed.   Whether  it  was 
day  or  nite,  in  the  heat  of  summer  or  a 
blizzard  of  winter,  he  was  there  to  help. 
His  nature  was  one  of  gentleness  and  kind- 
ness.  He  never  knowinlgy  spoke  ill  of 
another.   His  make-up  was  such  that  he 
always  accentuated  the  positive. 

In  three  of  the  town  offices,  there 
hangs  a  living  testimonial  of  Bill's 
effort.   After  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Energy  Commission  a  year  ago,  he  spent 
many  long  hours  on  a  survey  of  the  types 
of  energy  used  in  Wendell.   Each  house  was 
visited  and  its  location  was  set  on  a  large 
scale  wallinap  along  with  information  as  to 
the  type  of  energy  used-wood,  oil,  electr- 
icity.  This  he  left  to  posterity. 

Those  who  knew  Bill  will  miss  him,  but 
maybe  we're  a  little  better  for  having  had 
him  pass  our  way. 

Rest  in  peace,  Bill. 

A  friend. 


iNtErVlEW' 


The:    Mcflvgy: 


Herbert  and  Josephine  McAvoy  live  at  the 
southern  end  of  Wendell  on  Locks  Village 
Road  in  a  white  house  they  built  themselves 
32  years  ago.   Visiting  with  this  couple  is 
a  delight;  they  are  eager  to  talk  about  life 
in  Wendell  as  they  have  known  it. 

Wendell  has  always  been  a  town  of  working 
peoole,  claim  the  McAvoys;  and  Jo  and  Mac 
are  no  exception.   When  they  lived  in  Green- 
field, before  moving  to  Wendell,  both  worked 
in  a  silver  shop.   Mac  also  ran  a  gas  sta- 
tion in  Greenfield  for  a  while,  until  a 
price  war  drove  him  out  of  business.   He 
then  worked  as  a  superintendent  at  Union 
Tool  until  he  retired  in  1968.   During 
Uorld  War  II,  Jo  worked  at  Millers  Falls 
Tool  Comoany.   When  Mac  retired,  she  retired 
too,  so  he  wouldn't  have  to  stay  home  alone. 
Their  one  child,  Beverly  Trousdale,  lives 
with  her  husband  in  the  red  house  set  be- 
hind the  McAvoy' s.   She  is  a  fourth  grade 
teacher  in  Greenfield,  and  Jo  proudly  tells 
of  the  awards  Beverly  has  won  for  teaching. 

While  living  in  Greenfield,  the  McAvoys 
often  visited  their  good  friend,   Aly 
Fiske,  in  Wendell.   In  1946,  at  Aly's 
suggestion,  they  bought  80  acres  of  land 
for  $800.   At  the  time,  the  field  in  front 
of  their  house  was  filled  with  lumber  cut 
by  the  government  from  hurricane-felled 
trees.   In  1947  they  worked  together  to 
build  their  house,  moving  in  when  it  was 
only  half  finished. 

One  day  in  1951  Glenn  Ellis  showed  the 
McAvoys  where  beavers  had  dammed  their 
brook  and  created  a  oond .   Following  the 
beaver's  lead,  Jo  and  Mac  had  Fred  Grahman 
construct  their  dam;  Grahman  also  built 
"Stillwater"  further  up  on  Locks  Village 
Rd.   The  beavers'  dam  caused  flooding  on 
Jennison  Road  and  destroyed  about  $1000 
worth  of  poplar  timber.   Eventually  the 
state  trapped  the  beavers  and  removed  them. 
Knocking  down  their  dam  was  quite  a  feat, 
as  it  was  built  of  big  rocks  and  trees  all 
entwined.   Mac  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
men  he'd  hired  to  bulldoze  out  the  pond, 
so  he  bought  a  bulldozer  and  did  the  work 
himself.   Mac  also  landscaped  much  of  the 
area  with  the  bulldozer  and  built  picnic 
benches  for  his  beach.   Jo  calls  him  a 
jack-of-all-trades.   For  a  while  Mac  ran  a 
gas  station  and  small  store  for  people 
swimming  in  his  pond.   He  never  charged 
families  with  children  for  swimming  there. 
But  when  the  state  began  to  develop 
Ruggles  Pond,  Mac  closed  his  beach. 
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Of  course,  Jo  and  Mac  have  seen  a  lot  of 
changes  in  Wendell  during  the  past  32 
years.   They  remember  when  the  road  crew, 
with  Everett  Hildreth  as  boss,  plowed 
everyone's  driveway  while  plowing  the 
roads.   This  stopped  when  some  farmers 
took  advantage  and  asked  to  have  their 
whole  barnyards  plowed! 

While  living  in  Greenfield,  Mac  had  been 
a  member  of  the  White  Hare  Association; 
and  he  learned  parliamentary  law  at  those 
meetings.   At  Town  Meetings  he  suggested 
adding  amendments  to  articles,  a  practice 
not  known  here  before.   He  did  it,  he  says, 
"to  confuse  things  even  more." 

The  warrants  of  town  meetings,  according 
to  the  McAvoys,  were  thoroughly  discussed 
before  the  meetings.   In  those  days,  every- 
one's telephone  was  on  a  party  line.   The 
McAvoys  shared  their  phone  with  Lydia  Ellis 
Agnes  Telling  and  Betty  Wetherby,  as  well 
as  four  other  families.   This  enabled  them 
to  have  eight-way  discussions.   When  it  was 
time  for  the  meeting,  opinions  were  already 
formed  and  the  lines  drawn  for  the  ensuing 
battles.   In  fact,  people  who  were  for  and 
those  against  sat  on  opposite  sides  of  the 

Town  Hall. 

Mac  has  plently  of  strong  opinions  as 
well  as  good  ideas  about  the  town  and  its 
government.   Some  of  these  are  expressed 
in  letters   to  the  editor  of  the  Greenfield 
Recorder.   Jo  has  kept  clippings  of  these 
and  all  articles  pertaining  to  Wendell. 

Deteriorating  health  has  changed  Mac's 
and  Jo's  lives.   Both  have  suffered 
strokes  and  the  jack-of-all-trades  spends 
his  days  in  an  easy  chair  now.   Jo  has  a 
"wandering  eye"  and  can  no  longer  drive  a 
car.   Judy  Wilder  takes  them  shopping.   Jo 
says  that  people  don't  realize  what  a 
blessing  television  is  for  those  who  are 
shut  in.   In  enables  the  McAvoys  to  stay 
informed  about  the  world  and  provides 
entertainment  for  their  active  minds. 

Their  daughter,  Beverly,  keeps  their  land 
as  a  wildlife  sanctuary  and  occasionally 
brings  her  class  to  see  the  beaver  dam  and 
the  beavers  who  inhabit  the  pond  once  more. 
Her  yard  is  full  of  birds  attracted  by  the 
birdhouses  and  feeders.   The  McAvoys'  cats 
keep  the  birds  from  their  yard,  but  they 
have  seen  deer  in  their  backyard  and  some- 
times can  hear  a  whip-poor-will. 

It  was  my  cat,  lost  on  Locks  Hill  Road, 
that  first  brought  me  to  the  McAvoys.   Jo 
assured  me  that  my  cat  would  return  when 
February  and  the  "catting  season"  were 
over  (she  did).   The  reminiscences  of  this 
lively  couple  have  fascinated  me  several 
times  since. 

Christine  Heard 


Lines  FroM   Pg  / 

Last  year,  Mass.  Electric  used  a  com- 
pound called  Amidon-101,  which  contains 
the  herbicides  Picloram  and  2,4-D,  on  its 
main  line  which  runs  through  Wendell 
Depot,  servicing  the  Erving  Paper  Mill, 
and  on  past  Farley.   This  year  Northeast 
Utilities  sprayed  its  lines,  crossing  the 
Mormon  Hollow-Ross  Road  area,  with  a  com- 
pound called  Bannel-520,  composed  of 
Dicamba  and  2,4-D,  in  spite  of  inquiries 
and  protests  from  local  residents. 

In  1974,  northeast  Utilities  sprayed 
the  Wendell  lines  with  a  compound  called 
Tordon-155,  containing  the  exact  com- 
ponents of  Agent  Orange  (2,4-d  and  2,4,5-T) 
-the  controversial  and  proven  dangerous 
defolient  used  in  Vietnam.   Also,  2,4,5-T, 
undoubtedly   considered  safe  by  the 
utility  in  1974,  was  suspended  by  the  EPA 
in  March  of  1979  pending  further  investi- 
gation, on  the  evidence  that  it  caused 
miscarriages  and  birth  defects  in  both 
humans  and  laboratory  animals . 

Local  residence  felt  that  at  the  very 
least  they  have  the  right  to  be  notified 
when  the  powerlines  abutting  their  proper- 
ty are  to  be  sprayed,  in  order  to  take 
appropriate  precautons .  Many  people  have 
suggested  that  the  companies  return  to 
the  practice,  abandoned  in  the  earley 
50' s  ,  of  cutting  the  under  brush  or 
allowing  the  land  owners  to  maintain  the 
lines  themselves.   According  to  Roy  Van 
Driesche,  the  pesticide  coordinator  for 
the  Mass  Cooperative  Extention  Service,  the 
power  companies  are  not  legally  bound  to 
notify  adjacent  property  owners  of  their 
spray  activities.  Nor  are  the  companies 
obliged  to  change  their  proceedures  from 
spraying  to  cutting  to  accomodate  persons 
of 'differing  opinions.   Van  Driesche  ex- 
plained that  currently  the  public's  rights 
are  limited  to  situations  in  which  the 
utility  is  found  to  be  using  unregistered 
compounds  or  to  incidents  of  specific  pro- 
ven harm  to  persons  or  property. 

Nina  Keller,  of  Ross  Road  Wendell, 
after  months  of  what  she  felt  were 
inadequate  responces  to  her  calls  and 
letters  to  the  utilities,  inquiring 
about  spray  practices,  arranged  a  meeting 
with  help  from  the  Attorney  Generals 
office.   Thursday,  June  21st  at  2pm  three 
representatives  from  Northeast  Utilities, 
two  representatives  from  Mass.  Electric, 
selectman  Ken  Simos  and  six  Wendell  citi- 
zens met  in  the  Wendell  town  hall  to  ex- 
change views  and  questions.   After  expres- 
sing their  concern  over  herbicide  use, 
Wendell  citizens  were  assured  by  the  util- 


ities that  alternatives  would  be  investi- 
gated, but  that  this  study  would  not  aff- 
ect this  year's  spray  activities,  which 
were  already  underway  in  surrounding  towns. 
Appeals  that  landowners  be  notified  of 
exact  spray  dates  before  hand  were  answer- 
ed, in  a  matter  of  fact  manner,  that  they 
would  if  they  had  the  time.   The  request 
for  permission  to  maintain  their  own  lines 
(a  practice  occuring  in  other  states  where 
landowners  are  reimbused  for  their  labor) 
was  recieved  negatively;  the  representa- 
tives claimed  that  they  would  be  liable  if 
an  accident  were  to  occur.   They  added  that 
each  case  would  be  dealt  with  individually. 

Both  utilities  stated  that  they  have 
confidential  economic  records  showing  that 
herbicide  use  is  7  to  22  times  more  cost 
effective  than  cutting.  Many  people  left 
the  meeting  feeling  that  the  matter  was 
unresolved . 

On  May  26th  at  the  Wendell  Special  Town 
Meeting,  Nina  Keller  took  the  floor  and 
presented  her  case  before  the  town.   Expr- 
essing her  concern  for  her  family  and  un- 
born child,  she  asked  for  help  in  preparing 
a  by-law  prohibiting  the  use  of  herbicides 
on  Wendell  power-lines.   The  town  demon- 
strated its  support  for  the  proposed  ban 
with  an  overwhelming  vote  of  confidence. 

The  morning  after  the  town  meeting,  May 
27th  at  7  a.m.,  Mrs.  Keller  awakened  to 
discover  that  the  power  lines  adjacent  to 
her  home  were  being  sprayed.   She  had  not 
been  notified!  She  alerted  her  neighbors 
and  left  her  residence  with  her  children. 
Alarmed  by  Mrs.  Keller's  call,  and  angered 
that  she  too  had  not  been  fore-warned, 
Linda  Facey  hurried  to  remove  her  livestock 
from  a  pasture  through  which  the  N.U. 
right  of  way  passes.   E.P.A.  regulations 
clearly  state  that  livestock  should  not  be 
allowed  to  graze  on  pastures  sprayed  with 
Bannel  for  at  least  one  to  three  weeks. 
Although  residents  had  been  informed  at  the 
town  hall  meeting  that  spraying  would  not 
be  done  if  winds  were  above  6-8  m.p.h.,  on 
the  morning  that  Wendell  lines  were  sprayed 
the  Windsor  Locks  weather  station  reported 
winds  of  15  m.p.h.  with  gusts  to  22  m.p.h. 
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Dear 

Rosetta 
STone 


DEAR  ROSETTA  STONE 

In  response  to  various  inquiries  the 
past  few  issues  from  the  love-lost,  love- 
lorn and  generally  demented  public,  I've 
realized  that  some  of  you  folks  need  help 
real  bad.  I  know  I  ain't  Ann  Landers, 
but  this  ain't  New  York  City  either.  So 
here  goes. . . . 

Dear  Rosetta  Stone, 

My  daughter  went  down  to  protest 
Route  2,  but  I  caught  her  at  the  Pioneer 
Drive-in  with  her  boyfriend.   I'm  for 
not  having  Rt .  2  destroy  Wendell,  but  I'm 
not  for  her  boyfriend.   What  do  I  do? 

Concerned  Mom 

Dear  Snoop, 

Three  things,  (l)yes,  Route  2  is  a 
lousy  deal  and  should  be  fought  by  all 
concerned  citizens.  (2)  Your  daughter  is 
36  years  old  and  has  a  right  to  hang  out 
with  whom  ever  she  pleases.  (3)  Who  were 
you  with  at  the  drive-in  anyway? 

Dear  Rose, 

My  boyfriend  wants  to  get  involved 
with  this  silly  Sauna  and  Hot  Tub  deal 
in  Wendell.   He  said  he'd  break  off  our 
relationship  if  I  wouldn't  do  it  with 
him.   I  love  him  very  much.   Should  I? 

Can't  Swim 

Dear  Fool, 

If  you're  that  dull  I  hope  he  does 
break  it  off  with  you!   Please  send  me 
his  phone  number,  he  sounds  like  a  gas. 

Saunas  and  Hot  Tubs  are  very  bene- 
ficial in  several  ways.   Swedish  people 
have  been  doing  saunas  for  thousands  of 
years,  and  if  you  move  to  California  you 
wouldn't  even  think  about  renting  a  house 
without  a  hot  tub (how  boring!). 

Heat  and  water  suck  the  poisons  out 
of  your  system  and  they  can  be  incredible 
social  events,  especially  if  you're  naked, 


Dear  Ms.  Stone, 

I  live  near  the  Microwave  Tower  up 
on  Locks  Hill  Road.   Lately  I  have  trouble 
remembering  things,  like  when  to  get  up 
and  change  the  channel  on  my  Sony  Trini- 
tron.  Am  I  in  danger? 

Forgetfull  in  Wendell 

Dear  Tube  Boob, 

I'm  surprized  you  even  remembered  to 
mail  this  letter. 

Yes  there  is  some  low  level  radiation 
from  living  in  the  vicinity  of  that  death 
machine  up  there.  Personally,  I'd  burn  the 
house  down  and  collect  the  insurance. 

As  for  your  memory  loss,  the  tele- 
vision emits  more  discusting"  radiation 
than  that  awful  death  machine  you  live 
under. 

Try  going  to  the  beach.   You  can  get 
a  better  tan  from  the  sun  than  from  the 
TV. 

Got  any  problems?   Drop  Rose  a  line 
in  care  of  the  Wendell  Post.   Please  no 
fats,  ferns,  or  heavy  S&M. 

Hugs  and  Kisses, 
Rosetta  Stone 


*« 


Hot  Tub  Club 


We  had  our  First  Annual  Hotub  Club 
Picnic  on  Saturday  July  14  at  our 
own  Ruggles  Pond.   Las  Vegas  seemed  too 
far  to  go. 

Our  first  point  of  business,  over  smoked 
fish  sandwiches  and  wine,  was  to  change 
our  name  to  the  'Wendell  Bathhouse'.  In 
doing  so  we  are  now  interested  in  having 
a  sauna  and  hot  tub  together.  This  bath- 
house would  be  built  with  donations  from 
the  community  and  built  by  those  interes- 
ted in  using  it. 

We  are  still  looking  for  a  place  to  put 
the  bathhouse,  a  piece  of  land  with  runn- 
ing water  would  be  ideal.   Also  any  and 
all  building  materials-  gutter, windows, 
roofing,  beams,  sideing, doors,  pumps, 
and  water  heaters, are  still  much  needed. 
Our  second  meeting  , the  date  still  to 
be  set,  will  be  held  hopefully  at  an 
already  existing  community  sauna  in 
Warwick. 

Anyone  interested  in  attending  or  donating 
get  in  touch  with  Annie  at  4-3806  or  Glenn 
at  Maple  Valley  4-6913. 


Dog  Story 

from 

Paget 
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*People  are  not  claiming  their  dogs  when 
the  dogs  get  picked  up,  and  many  dogs 
seem  to  be  being  dumped  in  Wendell. 
This  causes  a  problem  in  housing  and 
care  of  the  animals,  which  are  kept  10 
days  before  disposal.   (Tom  tries  to 
find  homes  for  the  dogs  by  advertising 
in  newspapers  and  on  the  radio.   "Some- 
times my  kids  get  kinda  attached  to  the 
dogs.   I  hope  to  find  homes  for  them 
before  too  long.")   Approximately  20 
dogs  have  been  put  to  sleep  this  year 
because  they  were  not  claimed. 
"That's  alot!"  said  Bardsley,  who  also 
fears  overextending  his  budget,  which 
was  cut  this  year  at  town  meeting. 

*Some  people  do  not  pay  the  fine  or  the 
food  bill  when  they  come  for  their 
dogs  which  have  been  picked  up  for 
running  loose  or  causing  trouble.   Tom 
has  consequently  decided  not  to  release 
dogs  anymore  unless  the  full  bill  is 
paid,  also  out  of  concern  for  his 
alloted  budget. 

*Tom  warns  that  there  seem  to  be  a  lot 
of  pure  bred  dogs  reported  missing  by 
their  owners  in  town  lately. 

*Too  many  dogs  are  running  loose,  and 
Tom  says  he  will  have  to  start  enforc- 
ing the  leash  law  because  he  is  getting 
complaints . 

*Tom  also  wants  the  public  to  know  that 
he, has  a  tranquilizer  gun.   The  tranqu- 
ilizer has  the  effect  of  immobilizing 
the  muscles  for  10-15  mins.  with  no 
permanent  harm  to  the  animal,  and  can 
be  used  to  put  out  a  dog  to  pull  quills 
or  to  get  an  injured  dog  to  the  vet, 
as  well  as  to  put  out  a  vicious  dog 
that  can't  be  captured  by  hand.   Last 
year  Tom  was  bitten  5  times,  and  would 
be  glad  not  to  be  bitten  again.   He 
says  vets  recommend  the  use  of  this 
tranquilizer,  and  that  all  the  sur- 
rounding towns  now  use  it. 

*A  mo^e  hurcane  solution  for  disposal  of 
dogs  other  than  shooting  is  in  the 
works.   An  answer  will  be  coming  soon 
from  the  selectmen,  and  will  probably 
mean  the  official  approval  of  a  pro- 
ceedure  all  ready  being  tried  in  which 
the  animals  are  painlessly  and  quickly 
put  to  sleep.    Tom  commended  the 
selectmen  for  their  100%  co-operation 
with  him  in  his  capacity  as  dog  officer. 


Fe es  PaisiJ  at 

W.C.C.    fair 


WENDELL  CONCERNED  CITIZENS  BENEFIT  FAIR 

The  Wendell  Concerned  Citizens  sponsored 
a  benefit  tag  sale  and  fair  Saturday  and 
Sunday  July  21st  and  22nd  at  the  French 
King  East  on  Route  2  in  Erving.   The  fair, 
which  featured  a  tag,  bake  and  craft  sale; 
was  an  overwhelming  success.   The  proceeds 
which  exceeded  the  $1,000  mark  will  go 
towards  legal  fees  to  prevent  the  ta'-.ing  of 
Bear  Mountain  and  Wendell  State  Forest  for 
a  rediversion  of  Rt .  2. 

Aside  form  the  fund  raising,  the  Wendell 
group  obtained  a  great  number  of  signatures 
(from  the  greenfield,  Athol,  Orange,  Erving 
areas,  as  well  as  from  some  Brookline, 
Nedham  and  Boston  residents)  petitioning 
Senators  Kennedy  and  Tsongas  and  the  D.P.W. 
to  reconsider  re-building  the  existing 
highway  through  Erving. 

The  W.C.C.  would  like  to  extend  a  heart- 
felt thanks  to  all  those  who  donated  time 
and  items  to  the  fair,  and  most  especially 
to  their  gracious  and  generous  hosts 
Dick  and  Helen  Carrolls  of  the  French  King 
East. 
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Wendell-based   Tom  and  Shane  Devine,  a 
husband-wife,  singer-songwriter  team  have 
made  considerable  progress  in  their  career 
since  moving  here  with  a  rumoured  record 
deal  in  the  wind. 


SeIecTmens  MinuTes 

WENDELL  TOWN  HALL   JUNE  19,  1979 

The  weekly  payroll  and  bill  warrant  was 
signed.   The  minutes  of  the  June  5th  meet- 
ing were  approved.   Appointments  approved: 
Conservation  Commission,  3  yrs.-Neal  Felt- 
man;  Bd.  of  Appeals-Helen  Boland,  James 
Woodward,  Muriel  Addison;  Ass't.  Clerk  for 
Sim. -Dolores  Williston;  Town  Counsel- John 
Gates;  Chief  of  Police-Edward  Chase;  Police 
Officers-Harold  Burnett,  William  Facey, 
Theles  Blackbird,  Jessie  Wetherby,  Joseph 
Hartjens,  William  Golding,  Robert  Hoger  - 
heide;  Dog  Officer-Thomas  Bardsley;  Inspe- 
ctor of  Buildings-Harold  Burnett;  Wiring 
Inspector-Michael  Hachey;  Town  Hall  Cust- 
odian-Thomas Bardsley;  Road  Boss-David 
Bardsley;  Dutch  Elm  &  Gypsy  Moth  Super- 
visor-Joseph Diemand;  Field  Driver  &  Fence 
Viewer-Theles  Blackbird;  Recreation  Comm- 
ittee-Plinny  Stebbins,  Tina  Cohen,  Christ- 
ine Heard,  David  Walsh,  Bev  Cowdrich;  Sch. 
Organization  Planning  Committee-Christine 
Heard,  Raymond  Ducharme;  Bicentennial 
Committee-Emma  Cappelluzzo,  Pat  Judice; 
Historical  Commission-Emma  Cappelluzzo,  Pat 
Judice;  Library  Trustees-Ingrid  Pfohl, 
Donna  Liebl,  Margaret  Stebbins. 

Briefly  discussed  the  upcoming  town 
meeting  with  Don  Stone. 

Discussed  the  condition  of  New  Salem 
Road  near  Don  Stone's  house.   The  wall  near 
the  new  culvert  needs  to  be  finished  to 
keep  the  road  from  washing  out. 

Kathy  Nolan  informed  the  Board  that  the 
FCRTA  has  voted  the  allocation  system 
throughout  the  area. 

Youth  Corps  Supervisor-30hrs . /wk. @$3 .50 
per  hr.  plus  15C  per  mile,  Monday  through 
Thursday. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:05  p.m. 

JULY  3,  1979 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:00 
p.m.  by  Chairman,  Ted  Lewis,  with  the  full 
Board  present.   The  weekly  payroll  and  bill 
warrants  52A  and  1  for  FY80  along  with 
Revenue  Sharing  #10  were  approved . 

The  Board  interviewed  and  explained  the 
duties  of  the  Youth  Corps  Supervisor  to  2 
applicants,  Judith  Davis  and  Beth  Erviti. 
Judy  was  hired. 

Ted  reported  that  the  Finance  Committee 
was  chosen  tonight.   Donald  Stone-5yrs., 
Anne  Zak-4  yrs . ,  Anthony  Kavolius-3  yrs . , 
Edward  Boland-2  yrs.,  Gladys  Powling-1  yr. 

Discussed  how  the  town  hall  will  be  used 
for  this  F.Y.  80.   A  meeting  of  all 
boards  and  officials  will  be  held  on  this 


matter  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  in  September. 
The  clerk  will  write  a  letter  to  all  boards 

The  Board  informed  David  Bardsley  that 
Judy  Davis  had  been  hired  as  Youth  Corp 
Supervisor  and  that  her  salary  should  come 
out  of  his  Town  Maintenance  Budget.   David 
refused  to  finance  this  project  out  of  his 
budget. 

The  Board  discussed  the  Rd .  Surveyors 
refusal  to  use  his  budget  for  the  Youth 
Corp . 

Anne  Zak  requested  the  use  of  the  Town 
Common  on  July  21  and  22  by  the  Wendell 
Concerned  Citizens  to  raise  money  to  fight 
Rte.  2   Activities  are  planned;  arts  & 
crafts;  bake  sale;  flea  market;  etc.   Rain 
date  the  following  weekend  7/28  and  7/29. 
Permission  for  the  common  granted.   The 
Wendell  Concerned  Citizens  would  like  to 
reserve  the  town  hall  on  July  20  for  a 
contra-dance.   Permission  granted. 

Kathy  Nolan  reported  on  the  progress  on 
the  FCRTA  meetings.   A  bus  service  question- 
aire  will  be  forth  coming. 

The  Board  is  going  to  seek  advise  on 
Town  Counsel,  John  Gates  concerning  the 
Boards  responsibilities  on  Rte.  2.   Hope- 
fully he  will  be  able  to  attend  in  2  weeks. 
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D.  HENRY  PUGH 
stained  glass 


Box  216 

Wendell,  Ma.  01379 
(617)544-7438 


custom  shades 

windows 

restorations 


Church  Stony  fton  tgl 

Many  people  are  wondering  what  is  going  tc 
happen  to  the  church.   Is  it  goinp  to  con- 
tinue to  be  an  empty  building,  or  will  it 
be  used  again?   The  last  regular  Sunday 
service  was  held  in  1972.   It  closed  down 
for  the  summer  and  never  opened  again  in 
the  fall.   At  that  time  there  were  usually 
around  6  members  attending  the  services. 

The  Historical  Society  recently  asked  if 
they  could  use  an  upstairs  room  as  a  safe 
place  to  store  their  accumulated  artifacts. 
The  members  of  the  church  felt  that  they 
should  not  approve  the  request  for  several 
reasons:  that  the  building  is  insured  as 
an  empty  building,  tnat  the  stairs  leading 
up  are  small  and  hazardous,  the  heater 
upstairs  does  not  work,  and  most  of  all 
that  the  members  feel  that  the  church 
should  be  involved  in  activities  relating 
to  the  church . 

As  for  opening  the  church  up  again  for 
services,  there  may  again  be  enough  inter- 
est in  town.   Some  of  the  problems  to  be 
dealt  with  are  building  repairs  needed, 
heat  and  electricity,  and  money  to  pay  for 
a  minister. 

The  Congregational  Church  was  formed  in 
Wendell  on  Nov.  30,  1774  with  20  members. 
Mr.  Abraham  Hill  was  the  first  preacher. 
His  sermon  length  was  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  taxes  the  townspeople  payed  him. 
Reverend  Joseph  Kilburne  was  the 
pastor  of  the  church  from  Oct.  8,  1783- 
Feb.  27,  1816  (32  years).   Reverend  Dean 
Holt  was  one  of  the  ministers  that  a  few 
members  of  the  fire  department  recalled. 
Also,  there  was  Reverend  Dick  Andrew,  who 
was  said  to  be  "a  good,  fiery  speaker." 
Between  1783  and  1844  their  were  753 
infants  and  54  adults  baptized.   Before 
1783  there  were  107  children  and  no  adults, 
making  a  total  of  914  baptisms.   The 
church  was  used  also  for  weddings,  funerals 
Sunday  services,  and  Sunday  school.   The 
women  of  the  church  had  a  group;  they  woulc 
get  together  and  make  things. 

Judge  Oliver  Wendell,  whom  the  town  was 
named  after,  presented  the  church  with  a 
solid  silver  baptismal  basin  on  which  his 
name  was  inscribed,  as  well  as  a  pulpit 

Bible. 

Originally  the  building  had  a  steeple 
until  it  was  laid  low  by  a  bolt  ji  light- 
ening. 

Since  1931,  Inez  Lewis  has  attended  the 
church.   When  she  first  went  she  remembers 
they  had  two  wood  stoves,  one  on  either 
side  of  the  church.   She  thinks  the  wood 
was  donated  by  members.   She  recalls  when 
the  floor  was  done  with  linoleum  as  a      1Q 


Grange  project  with  her  husband  working  on 
it. 

There  are  11  members  today  with  6  of  then 
attending  the  meeting  held  last  month. 
The  ones  we  spoke  with  were  very  interested 
in  seeing  the  church  get  painted  again. 
They  all  said  they  would  like  the  church  tc 
start  again  but  they  are  cautious.   They 
feel  the  church  should  be  respected  for 
being  a  sacred  place. 
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INCOM 


Look 


Ahead 


At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Finance 
Committee  for  the  1980  F.Y.  year,  the 
members  re-appointed  Don  Stone  Chairman 
and  new  member  Ed  Boland  legislative  chair- 
man with  the  duty  of  secretary  shared 
between  Tony  Kavolius  and  Anne  Zak. 

The  priorities  for  the  coming  year  were 
outlined  to  look  ahead  at  what  is  in  store 
for  Wendell's  economic  future. 

The  Committee  will  begin  to  try  to 
anticipate  forthcoming  major  capital  exp- 
enditures as  well  as  pursue  Federal  and 
State  funding  monies  with  great  dilligence. 

Members  noted  that  they  would  greatly 
appreciate  attendance  at  their  meetings 
and  comments  from  fellow  Wendell  citizens. 

Tony,  Don,  Anne,  Gladys  and  Ed  hope  to 
hear  from  interested  individuals  who  wish 
to  give  imput  to  financial  considerations. 
They  would  appreciate  phone  calls  or 
letters  to  that  end. 

The  Committee  also  plans  to  have  a  rep- 
resentative in  attendance  at  all  Select- 
men's meetings. 

As  one  of  the  members  stated,  "By  working 
together  and  opening  up  various  town  bodies 
to  all  our  neighbors,  we  can  pull  together 
and  continue  to  make  Wendell  the  only 
place  to  live." 


79  South  Pleasant  Street 

Amherst,  Massachusettes  01002 

(413)  253-3461  Office 

(413)  253-7670  Home 


TOWN amo  COUNTRY  REALTORS 

RICHARD   C.    BERK 
realtor 


PosT/ng  P/dCE 


Thanks  alot  David  Bardsley.   You  and  your 
road  crew  did  a  real  nice  job  filling 
those  tank  traps  (pot  holes)  on  Mormon 
Hollow  Road.   We  will  no  longer  have  to 
get  our  front  ends  adjusted  so  often. 

All  of  us  on  Farley  Road  are  going  to 
miss  your  fine  work  Jessie. 


Production  Supervisor  Bill  Austin  points 
out  detailing  on  greenhouse  being  built  in 
Orange  by  the  Wintergreen  Cooperative 
Solar  Greenhouse  Corp.  to  Maple  Valley 
School  student  Steve  Cobb. 


PolicE  Log 


LaNa    TroAJspErs 

May  10-  Raymond  W.  Parsons  to  John  Francis 
and  Mary  Lou  Bartus,  Main  st.   1  1/2  acres 
&  building. 

May  11-   Tor.  and  Virginia  Barnes  to  Robert 
Stein  and  Barbara  Schwerin.   5  acres  on 
New  Salem  Rd . ,  west  side. 

May  17-  Bernard  P  &  Lorraine  Kopeck  to 
Barron  Littlefield  &  Jeanne  Grabowski, 
south  side  of  Davis  Turn  Rd .   20  acres  & 
buidling. 

May  22-  Elsie  Hildreth  to  Miltram  Bergman 
Jr.  and  Florence  Bergman,  18  thousand   sq. 
ft.  on  West  Rd . 

May  20-  Peter  Humprey  to  Bruce  and  Lyndia 
J.  Browning  on  Jennison  Rd .    8+  acres. 
and  building. 

May  22-  Andrew  &  Santina  Marinelli  to 
Peter  Marinelli  on  Wendell  Depot  Rd .  3 
acres . 

May  23-  Roy  D.  and  Marjori  M.  Wetmore  to 
Stephen  V.  Hughes  Jr.   55  acres. 

May  23-  Roy  D.  and  Marjori  M.  Wetmore  to 
Stephen  V.  Hughes  Jr.  27  acres. 

Louis  Greco  &  Micheal  Greco  to 
Bernard  and  Lorraine  Kopec,  Locksvillage 
Rd .   10+  acres  and  building. 


7/14/79 
7/17/79 


Noisy  party.   Disturbance  at 
Wendell  Depot. 

Several  mailboxes  in  town  vandel- 
ized.   4  or  5  girls,  possibly  in 
two  tone  Oldsmobile.   Any  infor- 
mation regarding  this  incident 
would  be  appreciated. 


C/assiFtEc/s 


FOR  SALE-1972  Chevy  C-20  Panel  Van.   Beau- 
tifully customized  interior.   Insulated, 
carpeting,  cabinet  work,  curtains,  and 
many  extras.   Standard  3  speed,  V8.   Ex- 
cellent condition.   $1,800  or  best  offer. 
Carl  544-2757. 

I  am  looking  for  someone,  a  mechanic 
hopefully,  that  would  be  willing  to 
work  at  reasonable  rates  on  my  Toyota 
Landcruiser  and  Datsun  pickup.   I  need 
someone  that  loves  his  work.  Call  Annie 
or  David  at  night  544-7347. 
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May  30-  Chester  and  Julia  Stacheleek  to 
Stanley  &  Dorothy  Rogalski,  north  side  of 
Farley  Rd .   Approx.  4500  sq.  ft. 

May  31-  Terry  Rogers  to  Daniel  Keller,  Ross 
Rd.   75  acres. 

June  1-  Dorothea  Alkire  to  Gordon  Davis 
Arnold,  north  side  of  Jennison  Rd . ,  east 
and  south  side  of  Locke  Hill  Rd .  20  acres. 

NoTe  of  ThaNks 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  people  in  Wendell 
who  came  over  and  helped  and  who  were  there 
for  me  in  my  time  of  sorrow.   Also  all  the 
people  who  sent  cards  of  good  wishes  to 
Bill.   He  smiled  when  I  read  each  one  to 
him. 

Sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  many 
people  who  helped  me  in  so  many  ways  dur- 
ing the  many  months  of  Bill's  illness. 

A  special  thanks  to  Marian  Herrick  and 
Bert  Goddard  who  were  so  readily  available 
to  help  solve  all  problems. 

Betty  Thompson 
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ACROSS 

1.) 

2.) 
3.) 
4.) 
5.) 

6.) 
7.) 


Dimitri's  sister 

Goes  to  "Jolly  Jingle" 

&  Sander 

From  California  &  goes  to  Mahar 

"I-bie" 

Shorty  Shortt  Shorttcake's  sister 

Beep,  Jing,  Wonk  Splork 


DOWN 

*■•'  Pumpkin  Eater 

4.)   Lori's  brother 

6.)  Gilli  baby  sits  for  him 

9.)  Wishy-Walshy 

10.)  Christopher's  sitter 

11.)  10  down's  brother 

12.)  6  accross '  brother 

13.)  Shorty  Shortt  Shorttcake 

by  Lori  Walsh 
Grace  Albert 
Laura  Beretsky 

nrossword  Answer 

sno-cznv  'Z\  Banei   '6 

ui3snr  -u  uaiT3   .g 

TTTT9  '01  stji  -L 

IJ°1      -6      cuT3siaqo      -g 

aaijdoisTjqo      -9  9^Pf      .£ 

J9:>9d      *T  EUJc>-[TBd[      •"[ 


Voices  pom  U>\+Kin 

Hel\o°°  down  there 
UiVvo  uj»U  ^oa  bfc 

^ou  Vi^Vle.  one  iota's  -IVasWvx  ao<J  totfe'ina 
4Vve  tits  ides  Of  v^e 

T+  v&  X-  afa\«vV  birt  dctarvmincJ 

VOlte  Cr\e<J  otft 
Tm  -V^e  one  +V^  you're  oJuMlut 
PcxvJer'moy  od&oo+ 

"I'll  be+  ^co**-*.  ujonjenrjo 
Tu&+  lo Vo   lam 

Or*  ftv^aakc  «l  Sam 

A  -Mother-  aWler 
0t>    nmau  t*>  a  u>tner 

or  freedom  f  loh+er 

VltW  30**  relax  ma  -  ary<  ofeir* 

Qp\  Catri^i  auxtcj 
X'll  became  mi^  own  person 

U^  «otk   poaino   <Jau 

^OOf    I  lipt  K  aU  uptrr  Otow 
Av\«A  a>  t^oo  ^0  4Vvr»oah  i4 
t^oo  u»M  be  alone 


Helen  bolfrwd 


Friendty  Rsoj)Ie 
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